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proaching the realization of universal suffrage, the ideal of
the Constitutional Democrats.
The two electoral law drafts were then examined at a
special session of the Committee of Ministers under my
presidency. The session was attended, in accordance with
the law, by the chairmen of the departments of the Imperial
Council (Count Solski, Frisch, and Golubyov), by some of
the members of the Imperial Council, such as A. A, Saburov
and Tagantzev, and also by the public leaders who took
part in the formulation of the electoral law.
The public leaders except Count Bobrinski staunchly de-
fended their project, but I succeeded in winning over a
considerable majority of the members of the conference to
the governmental version of the electoral law.
The two versions were then discussed at a special confer-
ence presided over by His Majesty and attended, besides the
Ministers and some of the members of the Imperial Coun-
cil, by several Grand Dukes and public leaders, including
Count Bobrinski and Baron Korff. These two men, I felt
certain, would support the Government's version, but I was
mistaken. The Count afterwards told me that in the inter-
val between the two conferences he had come to the conclu-
sion, as a result of a trip in the country, that nothing short
of an exceedingly democratic electoral law would satisfy
the people. After the public leaders had spoken, His
Majesty dismissed them and declared an intermission. The
session was resumed, but we came to no decision. His
Majesty was apparently in the throes of hesitation. The
following day, at some Court function, I had an occasion
to speak to the Empress. I told her that His Majesty
would commit a mistake if he passed the democratic elec-
toral law. This was the only time that I resorted to her
Majesty's influence in connection with State matters. An-
other conference followed and again the majority favoured
the Government's, i.e., my project Finally, the Emperor